ONE WATCHMAN'S VIEW THROUGH THE WINDOW OF THE WORD.

November 2011 Newsletter by Suzanna. ~ M. E. FEARS AND GOD'S CONCERNS. ~
Once again it is my honour to write to you. You are kind to consider the issues with me that seem very serious in connection with Jewish Israel's future. Of course we have the great, God-written-Word, with the end of the story of great blessings for all who will welcome the LORD Jesus/ Yeshua Messiah, one day when He Returns to reign here - even with us as His helpers. So precious to look forward to!

Yet in the mean time there are very challenging News items I hope I can share clearly with you.

THE ARAB WORLD. There is so much news with so many perspectives on how things will develop; it is a hotch-pot of hard-to-sort-through-issues from a genuine Biblical and realistic point of view. 

Here are some guidelines.

The future ~ distant goal in God's Heart. This is so encouraging; I have to repeat it again. 

"In that Day, there will be a highway from Egypt to Assyria. The Assyrians will go to Egypt, and the Egyptians to Assyria *. The Egyptians and the Assyrians * will worship together. In that day, Israel will be the third, along with Egypt and Assyria, * a blessing on the Earth."    
Just the briefest of analysis, indicates that Egypt may have something of a leading role, as Egypt is listed first 3 times in these verses. Also these precious words come at the end of Isaiah's prophecy for Egypt in chapter 19. Yet if the area - is anything like the maps of ancient Assyria * - includes a very vast part of the Middle East. It takes in all of today's Jordan, Syria (minus Damascus - see later note) and Iraq, a big part of Turkey, some of Iran, and Saudi Arabia. 350 million Arabs and other ethnic groups are included!  [See article & map at http://www.watchmanspost.com/mefocus/egypt.html] Hallelujah for Isaiah!

The 'Arab Spring' is leading to a disappointing time of 'Summer drought'.  This is what some commentators are saying and I believe God's Word bears this out, -sadly... Yet we believe most M. E. Nations were part of ancient Assyria, * so when God's Blessing comes from them ~ how great it will be!
Here is a small summary of similarities * between them now, to think about, (things you already know.)

> All these nations make up the 'Middle East', and are largely from Arab roots, [except most of Iran.]

> They are all predominantly Islamic, and their populations are mostly under strict Islamic rulings.

> Most of their wealth is from oil or gas deposits, but a majority of the populations are often uneducated.

> Separately and together they are gaining International attention, and the backing of about 45 other Muslim nations, as can be seen by recent events at the UNO. [E.g. Pakistan, Indonesia, Malaysia, etc.]

> All - to varying degrees, are anti-Jewish, (and against 'The West', especially USA), and Christians.

> In almost all of them, Christians are barely tolerated and in some, are actively, cruelly persecuted.

> Most Western Nations have growing populations of M.E. (and other) Muslims, with growing problems.

> All revere the god Allah, and Mohammed and the holy sites of Mecca and Medina, in Saudi Arabia.

> All, to some degree would expect to one day dominate the world. [BUT they will not ~ Ezekiel 38/39!]

Here are the key differences, with the problems they can bring - (as you also know.)

> Modern communications and travel have made many ordinary Muslims see 'democracy' as good.

> This what has divided most of the Muslim M.E. nations over recent months, yet they are still - Muslims.

> They are largely divided by their 'denomination' as Sunni or Shi'ite Muslims, with many other strands.

> Some nations have populations of both groups, [Iraq] and sometimes the bigger group is dominated by a smaller number in the ruling elite, as in Bahrain, Qatar, but vice versa in S. Arabia (mainly Sunni).

> However Saudi Arabia tries to cater for all groups at the annual pilgrimage called 'the Hajh', [Nov. '11]

> Many Christians feel the West has made wrong 'moves' in connection with Muslims, and are fearful.
BUT God has His plans and processes, which we need to remember, (as you also know!)

> Modern technology, and changing circumstances are being used by God to spread the Gospel!
> Even when there is almost certain persecution, still many (as in Iran) are turning to Jesus as Saviour.
> Every Word of Scripture prophecy must be fulfilled - we don't know when - or even how sometimes.

> This is a great guide and comfort, and a dimension we have ~ that the world's media do not know!

I'm a little reluctant to repeat my previous points, but to me they are clear guidelines.

> About the world economy: since the spread of the Gospel to the entire world is a priority with God, and it does need money, (I believe) it is possible God will allow the present systems to 'bumble' on - probably with ups and downs... until just after the end of the 'Magog war' in a few years time.

> Election of Leaders. The USA Presidential race is still uncertain. Many Christians desperately want to see a change, as many fear Obama is basically so pro-Muslim, plus so indecisive - & the USA's situation is so unstable, with fears for the economy, and even Terrorist acts, also failure in the 2 Wars; it is all bad!

N.B. My time of leading a Prayer for Revival group showed how, sadly, our motives are basically selfish!
> SYRIA is increasingly cruel and belligerent even with Jordan and Lebanon. Areas have been sown with land mines on all of Syria's borders - not just Israel, partly to prevent Syrian soldiers leaving.

> His threats against Israel, have increased... yet Assad's relationship with Hizballah and Hamas * have been under-cut to an extent - by Jordan and Egypt allowing the heads of those two*, to shift their HQ into them! Sadly this was a concession USA wanted Israel to make in the G. Shalit deal.

> However it is not impossible that for their own reasons and to win support from Iran they* would agree to attack Israel simultaneously with the 100,000 missiles they already have pointed in Israel's direction!

> There is a possibility that if the pressure is mainly from Damascus and is intense enough, Israel, may feel that by hitting one City alone - with a 'surgical' nuclear strike - threats from elsewhere - would end? The prophecy in Isaiah 17: 1 says: "See -Damascus will no longer be a City, but will become a heap of ruins." [Note: the verses 2 - 6 WERE fulfilled in 732BC by Tiglath Pileser of Assyria, so are NOT future!]
> FEARS have been heightened by the discovery (Nov 1st) that Syria has sites ready to make nuclear bombs. [See maps and articles on Debkafile! Plus Hizballah have 5 military units ready to get into Israel!]

But a priority is to pray for true Christians and innocent children - dying, though both will go to Heaven.
.............................................................................................................................................................................

EGYPT'S FUTURE ~ would seem to be a big puzzle to most writers, yet I still believe Isaiah's scenario in chapter 19, can be taken literally, so we do have guidelines to pray for it. God has promised blessing!

Elections on Nov 20th may show the strong possibility of division, even Civil War before long...!

If you really want to know the future of Egypt, see article: www.watchmanspost.com/mefocus/egypt.html
.......................................................................................................................................................................................

>The PALESTINIAN bid to be recognised as a separate State, was at first delayed, then partly developed by ONE of the 16 big branches of the UNO, (that has been very unfairly favouring the Arabs for years), deciding to make them 'a Member' of it the - UNESCO - Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organisation! [What has this to do with 'politics'?] However, even Ban Ki Moon is apprehensive of this move and loss of money. So the awaited decision of the 15 members of the Security Council, has not passed, as not only has USA said it would veto the vote, but only 8 of the present members were in favour, (needs 9) so we praise God for that! Yet the basic problems exist - with no solutions visible.
> USA & Canada have said they will not continue donations (of millions $) to UNESCO, nor will Israel, + they have also speeded up the building plans for the outer suburbs of Jerusalem, and the 'West Bank'.

.......................................................................................................................................................................................................

ISRAEL. The guidelines in Eze. 38, 8, 11, & 14 say clearly God will prepare a special time for Israel!

> The whole scenario of events (Ezekiel 38 & 39, etc) cannot happen until Israel has felt, (and other nations see), a sense of [false] security, with financial prosperity in Israel. "A land that is recovered from war... Now all of them live in safety... Unwalled villages... without walls and without bars and gates... Rich in goods..." The prosperity is happening inspite of higher Social and Military needs.

> BUT how can ISRAEL feel secure - with ongoing bad news from Iran, (inspite of in-fighting within), and advances with their weapons, including the goal of having 'nukes'; + Increased attacks from Gaza?

It is so sad to hear of all the missiles actually causing damage and 1 death. [What other nation would be so patient with such attacks?] No wonder ISRAEL tries to retaliate carefully - e.g. - on weapons centers.

IRAN - continues to cause distress with their developing missiles, nuclear plans, and involvement with other anti-Israel Groups that they would like to control. They are already heavily represented in other Arab nations and in Gaza, Lebanon, and Iraq. In fact they are patiently waiting for the withdrawal of USA from Iraq, so they can work with the Shi'ite groups against the Sunni Community. As for Israel and USA, there is no backing down on Iran's vindictive words, against both. They want war and to gain supremacy!
WAR? This is the subject of many news/ opinion columns, which appear to be more than suggested actions against Iran, in the light of increased war plans and advancing nuclear management by Iran.  

One suggestion is that USA & UK, may consider strategic attacks against the weapons sites, while Israel would be allowed to deal with attacks from Hizballah and Hamas, or even Syria. Also Israel would try to protect Western military bases in the M.E. This would be a serious scenario, affecting oil prices, & more!

~ BUT WE DO NOT KNOW THE IMMEDIATE FUTURE! ~

Yet I feel we have to notice God's words to Jeremiah 49: 37! "'I will shatter Iran before their foes... I will bring disaster upon them, even My fierce anger' declares the LORD. 'I will pursue them with the sword... I will destroy her king and officials'." But God's grace shows through; " 'I will set My throne [authority] in Iran... I will restore the fortunes of Iran in days to come'." The fact that Persia [Iran] is mentioned first in Eze. 38, as a kind of leader under ''Gog" [Russia] also suggests that it will not yet (as a Muslim Nation), lose its hatred of Israel, but it will not be the main Leader of the Muslim world.

PLEASE SEE: www.watchmanspost.com/summary/iran-israel-egypt.summary.html
Praise God, I believe we can agree together for great wisdom for all pro-Israel Leaders and courage for all Believers in Israel and especially Muslim lands to cling by faith to God's WORD.
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By Asher Intrater of 'Revive-Israel' Ministry in Israel. *

The first sin started in the beginning with a lie and a deception (Genesis 3:4, 13). The first liar was Satan, and all further lies proceeded from him (John 8:44). As we grow near the end times, those lies and deceptions will reach their fullness. In Yeshua's teaching about the end times on the Mount of Olives, He warned several times of deception: 

Matthew 24:4 - Be careful that no one deceive you. 

Matthew 24:5 - Many will come in My name, saying, "I am the Messiah," and will deceive many. 

Matthew 24:11 - Many false prophets will arise and deceive many. 

Matthew 24:24 - False Messiahs and false prophets will arise and do great signs and wonders to deceive, if possible, even the elect. 

This fullness of end times' deception will touch several areas. 

Secular: The Western, liberal, humanist, secular dream is for a utopia of equality, free rights, sexual freedom, moral relativism, new-age spirituality, with no "God" but ourselves. This view was expressed in John Lennon's song, Imagine. This view will grow into a united, one-world movement, as expressed in Michael Jackson's song, We are the World. 

Islamic: The Islamic world is divided into several sub-divisions, but they all have a hope for world dominion, the coming of an Islamic messiah, and the destruction of Israel. The combination of Islamic hatred of Israel and a united federation of nations will lead to the apocalyptic attack on Israel (Ezekiel 38-39; Zechariah 14). 

Judeo-Christian: There is a psychiatric disease called, The Jerusalem Syndrome. It happens to Jews and Christians with some sort of religious background. Many visitors to the Holy City become infected with delusions of grandeur, and begin to see themselves as the embodiment of some biblical figure. 

The subtle influences of the Jerusalem Syndrome affect even the true Believers here, the elect. Spiritual pride, competition, jealousy, self-importance, inflated "ministry ego" - prevent the real work of the kingdom of God from bearing as much fruit as it could. 

These three spheres of deception (Secular, Islamic and Judeo-Christian) all involve a type of false "Messianism." Let us pray for grace, truth, humility, and freedom from deception. Let us also pray for a renewed and deepened fear of the Lord, so that we might not fall into temptation and deception (Matthew 6:13) 


..........................................................................................................................................................................................................

* "To access more articles by Asher Intrater and the Revive Israel team, or to find out more about the Ministries of Revive Israel, please go to: www.reviveisrael.org/

......................................................................................................................................................................................................................

This tiny study, by Asher, a godly Messianic Pastor in Israel, brings out the basic problem- LIES! It endorses what I have said about praying for nations, elections, religious groups, the E.T. World Government and environmental, anti-god groups, and cult teachings that are on the rise, (even suggesting harmony between Christianity and Islam!) Satan is using False teachings, Fear of Islam and terrorism, fear of economic and natural disasters, pride in our armies (IDF) or clever Government management of the economy, or even success in sport, (NZ) and escape from suffering for committed Christians, PLUS a HUGE lack of awareness of the Biblical future (esp. in young people) or sheer apathy by thousands of Western Christians.... Did Jesus accidentally say: "there will be an increase of wickedness and the love of MOST would grow cold"? No! It is another sign, we have to accept, to a degree but let us plead for those who ARE Believers to get the 'extra' oil of devotion, to be ready for the Glorious Return, [even after some years of great sorrow and suffering ~ as Jesus also said.]

Also terribly persecuted Christians in so many places, losing their homes, loved ones and lives!

THE FRIGHTENING INFLUENCE OF WRONG BELIEFS AND A MONEY POWERFUL PERSONALITY

[An example is out lined by Aaron Klein of the "World Net Daily" news -started by Joseph Farar a M.E. Christian man. My summary of his recent article (below) reveals LIES that seem good & are powerful!]

The article 12th November is headed: 'Wars and rumours of wars' - [about future events in SYRIA.]

'IS this the next U.S. -NATO action? Surprise move seen as step toward Campaign'.
[You will know that my comments are in square brackets. I share this more for what it tells us about the Evil one already using LIES to bring changes in Governments - ready for the One World Government.] 

1. "In a surprise move that could precipitate a future U.S-NATO military campaign, the Arab League today suspended Syria and called on its Army to stop killing civilians." Members asked to co-operate.

"If Syria does not adhere... to reform, the Organisation will work to unify Syrian Opposition Groups..." 

2. "Next... recognise the Opposition Group as the sole representatives as representatives of the people.

This would isolate Assad - (as it did with Gadhafi) because of his human rights abuses." [You see this seems good, but it under-mines the Sovereignty of a nation, just what Satan wants for his own Plans.]

[My notes] -Two 'side issues' are involved. a/ A new guiding principle: " 'Responsibility to Protect' as sited by Pres. Obama is a set of Principles now backed by the UNO, based on the idea that Sovereignty is not a privilege but a responsibility that can be revoked if a country is accused of 'war crimes', 'genocide', or 'crimes against humanity' or 'ethnic cleansing'." [So what of Sudan, North Korea... I ask?] b/ But Mr Klein's article also says: "A Turkish -U.S. - NATO attack on Syria could have immediate implications for Israel. Assad is quoted as saying, 'if a crazy attack is made against Damascus, I will not need more than 6 hours to transfer hundreds [of weapons] to the Golan Heights to fire them at Tel Aviv... [In the second 3 hours] Iran will attack U.S. warships in the Persian Gulf and US & EU interests will be targeted simultaneously'." Klein added "The Libyan bombings have been regarded as a test of a [new] military doctrine called "Responsibility to Protect". [All this twists and distorts the truth in evil ways.]

[Next heading] "George Soros-funded doctrine with White House ties. In his address to the nation, explaining the NATO campaign in Libya [Obama] gave the doctrine as the main justification for US and International air-strikes. This theory of 'Responsibility to Protect' is the world's leading military doctrine...

As WND reported, billionaire activist George Soros is a primary funder and key proponent of the Global Center for Responsibility to Protect." Several of the doctrines main founders ~ [are involved too.] "Soros 'Open Society Institute'... is one of only 3 non-government founders of the 'Global Center for Responsibility to Protect'. Government sponsors include: Australia, Belgium, Canada, Netherlands, Norway, Rwanda and the U.K."

..............................................................................................................................................................

[I can't continue actual quotes, but just pick out some relevant points. You may find the article by search]
> Other names that crop up are:  Arab League Gen Sec, Amre Mousa, Samantha Power, Gareth Evans, Mary Robinson, Desmond Tutu, Jimmy Carter, Kofi Annan and El Baradei. 

The doctrine's inventor is Ramesh Thakur. "He recently advocated for 'international redistribution [of wealth] to create a 'New World Order'." He also supports international climate change conservation theories. "A much needed global moral rebalancing is in train', he says." [Based on who's Morals?]

> This Group have been petitioning on behalf of the Muslim Brotherhood, in Egypt.

> Soros himself, through his own 'Open Society Institute' has funded opposition Groups in Africa and Europe, "including organizations involved in the current chaos."  Also I read that he had made financial contributions to the 'social protestors' in Israel, as he is a strong liberal, and would like to see P.M. Netanyahu removed as Israel's Leader. [Bibi surely needs our prayers, doesn't he?]

...............................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Biblically Paul makes it clear in 2 Thessalonians 2 about ..."every sort of evil that deceives those who are perishing. They perish because they refused to love the Truth and so be saved. For this reason GOD sends them a powerful delusion so that they will believe a lie..." Certainly Syria, and we in the West have been privileged to know the Truth of the Gospel of Jesus - THE TRUTH. Perhaps not to the point of laying down our lives, our investments, our children, our comforts and even doctrines of 'escape from suffering', as the early disciples to Syria and Asia and many early missionaries did. It is interesting Obama calls this a "new doctrine". A web site owner wrote to me that once he was a "dyed in the wool Pre-Tribulationist ~ but God had changed him." Immediately the verse about our sins being made "white as snow and though red as crimson they shall be like wool." And it hit me ~ only God can make white wool on the back of a sheep, & only HE can UN-DYE it ~ it is impossible for man to do!

Having said all this I yearn for ALL the Bereaved people in Syria - over 3,500 killed - (and elsewhere) especially when they knowingly risk their lives for what they believe in... What a challenge to me!
There is so much more, I wanted to include in this letter, but I thankyou for reading it, and praying.

[One tiny note: Gilad Shalit had 7 pieces of shrapnel removed from one arm. In 'prison' he was able to listen to Arab radio, and do some writing.] If you no longer want to get these letters, please write to us, anytime, at g.o.fellowship@maxnet.co.nz. May the LORD Himself, encourage and inspire you each day!
