ONE WATCHMAN'S NEWSLETTER - THROUGH THE WINDOW OF THE WORD.

June/July 2011, by Suzanna, for the G.O. Fellowship.

S.O.S. FOR PRAYER FOR SYRIAN CHRISTIANS, ISRAEL AND TURKEY.
This is more of an interim NEWSLETTER with an urgent call for prayer.

It is based on News Reports via Debkafile etc. end of June - with further notes to come in July.

A BRIEF SUMMARY:

Historically: > Damascus, the capital City of modern Turkey is the oldest City in the world, and is named on maps like the NIV Study Bible, P. #1, 'in the time of the Patriarchs', being older than Jerusalem.

> Most of 'Syria', reaching up to the Euphrates River, was actually given to Abraham and his descendants through Isaac and Jacob, and was part of 'Israel' under Solomon 8th C. BC. 

> Christian Jews retuned to what is now Turkey after the Day of Pentecost in Jerusalem, and the Christian presence has been there under the rule of the 'Syrian Orthodox Church' - still powerful.

> Protestant Christians have also been there for many centuries, but because they have been growing, the Authorities have been persecuting them. Here is a report from a Mission to persecuted Believers.

Please read this as if it was where you live...

[Reprinted from 'The Economist' 18.11.10. "Secular Syria has been one of the freest places in the M.E to practice religion. But a recent crackdown on Christians (about 1/10th of the population) is causing concern. Several church buildings have been closed down... Foreigners serving Protestant churches have been told that their visas will not be renewed... In the summer several church camps were cancelled. The measures are solely against the Protestant churches that cater for refugees from Sudan and Iraq and other expatriate workers, as well as for Syrians. Tens of thousands of Iraqi Christians have fled to Syria, [since the war and massacres there.] [Other notes tell that it is not only ministry to Muslims, but Orthodox Church 'seekers' & Converts who are resented. 

Plead for them in the present mayhem -as if for yourself!]
Recent events:>

1. Protesters have been battling Pres. Basher Hassid's cruel regime for three months.

> Syrian troops and forces have killed over 1500 protesters on the streets, 1,000s wounded!

> At least a 1,000 are being held in custody in Syrian confinement. Many people have 'disappeared'.

> In the past few weeks hundreds of Syrians have fled across the northern border into Turkey.

> Just on June 26th another 12,000 - 15,000 refugees from Syria flooded into Turkey.

>  Turkey has set up camps for them, and the 'Red Crescent' (like Red cross) is feeding them, etc.

> USA  & EU have done little, but recently have started to initiate Sanctions against Syria, and some diplomatic suggestions were given to Turkey to consider new ties with Israel.

2. Renewed ties with Israel. [Try to view: www.debka.com/article/21061/ - for 26/06/2011]

> Relations between Turkey and Israel, that had been good, were disrupted after the 'Flotilla' incident May '10, when 9 Muslim Turks were killed. [Please remember to pray for the wounded Israeli soldiers.]

> But with the recent build up of Syrian troops on the Border, Turkey has also put forces on its side.

> H. Clinton commented on a possible clash... "we're going to see an escalation of conflict in the area."

[A regime that doesn't mind killing it's own people, is liable to any foolish acts, against another nation.]

> [From Debka] " As Syrian-Turkish tensions continue to escalate, Ankara (Turkey's capital) saw the necessity of co-ordinating its air and naval operations with the US and Israel in case the Syrian ruler responded to a border flare-up by launching surface missiles against Turkish military targets, and US bases in Turkey. Obama urged [the Reps] to get together with the Israeli minister Yaalon to work things out..." 

> Turkey having called off their critical participation in the next (10 ships)'Flotilla' this month, has helped.

>  The price Netanyahu paid was to: "gave in to Obama's request to give P.M. Erdogan another chance to promote Israeli-Palestinian diplomacy, -this time, by bringing Hamas aboard. The Turkish P.M. believes he has a fair chance of altering Hamas Leader Meshaal' s inflexible resistance to recognising Israel" [!]. [This brings its own challenges to our praying!]
> Erdogan assured Abbas: "Turkey would mobilise support to help Palestinians achieve recognition [by the UNO presumably - my note] to form their * own State." [I see the danger in this, is Jerusalem... etc!]
> The Israeli comment: "It is also in our interests that the Palestinians have unity. We know once they sign, they sign for everybody and we don't have to worry about this." [Our concern is the conditions they demand. * Which borders? Divide Jerusalem? Exchange Land? Allow Arab refugees... It is not simple!]

What an exquisite privilege we have not just knowing 'God is Sovereign' ~ but that HE invites us to be "workers together with Him"! 1 Cor. 3:9, Daniel 9: 2 & 3, Isaiah 61: 2 & 3... even 1 Peter 2: 5? (
Before February, I started to write about Syria and Damascus' Destruction as in Isaiah 17:1, but stopped for obvious reasons. If YOU have any thoughts on that verse PLEASE share them with me!?!?!? Thanks.

However, maybe I can at least share some of my thoughts,  for now....

1. Because a lot of today's Syria is actually 'Israel' ~ in GOD's 'geography book' ( ~ I believe the Magog Army will gather somewhere in that area of Syria, also part of Lebanon, described in Ezekiel 38: 8, (and 39: 17 for the wild-life] as "the mountains of Israel"... and that is where they will "cover the Land like a cloud", [38: 9 and 16], - beyond the present borders of Israel. 

So the destruction God sends as reported in 39: 18 -22 has to be extensive enough to deal with the whole of this huge Army, and yet not hurt anyone in Israel. But it could well be the time when "Damascus is destroyed" - as it is in that southern part of Syria. 

I do not believe the "mountains of Israel" referred to - are the Judean hills and Samaria, so-called 'West Bank' area. [I also believe most Arabs will leave the whole area the minute they see what is happening, giving Israel ALL the Land God promised!]

2. Also, in the B'qua Valley, (where probably Sadam Hussein's Chemical weapons are hidden in the many caves there...) would be enough potential to destroy the whole army, (beside, whatever weapons they might be planning to use), as well as the compact and ancient strong City of Damascus with its huge stone walls. 

This would be God's absolute justice, as the ONLY way the Magog Army could plunder and possess the land of Israel, and eliminate all the Jews, would be by use of chemical weapons. The effect of the chemicals, presumably dissipates, allowing Israel "to use the weapons for fuel and burn them for 7 years", even though the dead bodies and bones will be treated with care in handling them. 

Ezekiel 39: 7 - 16.

3. It occurs to me that maybe Bible reading Believers in Syria, are being given a warning and an opportunity to leave Syria, and even Lebanon, because God is loving faithfulness. I have been praying that way for a long time. But many innocent children and people and soldiers will be hurt as in all wars and disasters. If anyone in those nations are reading this, (as at least one visitor to our web site from Lebanon asked) we trust your faith will be, first IN GOD through the LORD Jesus, and then in God helping you to do whatever He tells you to do, as He will honour you for trusting Him, even with your life.

4. The key to knowing something about God's timing, is as I have often written, in the absolute firm words of Ezekiel 38: 8, 11, and 14, about Israel, "a Land that is recovered from war"... "A peaceful and unsuspecting people - all of them living without walls and without gates and bars"... "When my people are living in safety"... that is when we must really pray for everyone mentioned above.

5. These are such serious times, we must pray for and encourage each other, and tell all our family and friends if at all possible. God put these things in His Word, not for Himself so much (tho it shows His Divine powers of knowledge, justice and love) BUT FOR US!

Today's news, may not be too closely related, time-wise - as is so often the case. I have also said, I believe for Israel to have security and feel safe, God would have to deal with Iran as in Jeremiah 49; 37, and we have no idea when that will actually happen. It has only partly been true so far. 

Maybe it is significant that the 3 top Russian Scientists that designed and built Iran's Bushehr Nuclear plant, (now due to open in August) were killed in a plane crash that killed 44 people, in Russia last week.

So much death, so much sorrow, "all passed through the channels of One Human Heart..."

The great, loving Heart of our Lord Yeshua Messiah, Jesus our Saviour and LORD who knew unbelievable sorrow and suffering FOR US!
May we dedicate all we have and are to HIM. Amen.
