ONE WATCHMAN'S VIEW ~ [of the World] ~THROUGH THE WINDOW OF THE WORD...

January / February 2012 Newsletter by Suzanna - "STAND FIRM TO THE END".
What would you write about if you wrote this letter? There are so many News items and many opinion articles ~ which are all valuable to us 'Watchers' with so much to be 'Pray-ers' about aren't there! Yet, one concept ties many issues together: '2012 will be a year of even more testing times for ALL'.
Just 'living life', is the issue we face every day, with myriads of different circumstances for us all. It comforts me greatly that our GOD is such a practical God, Who knows our Earthly needs "for food and clothing" and every aspect of the human life, that Jesus Himself, came to share and be part of. So just as we trust Him for our soul's salvation, we can (based on His Word) trust Him for our daily lives ~ such a well-known belief ~ it may seem unnecessary to even express it. For most of us this is not hard at all in comparison with so many people, in every part of the world suffering persecution, - from loss of their homes, to loss of loved ones, or loss of their own health or lives as 6,000+ have in Syria...
Again I ask myself, "would I go out on the streets to stand for Jesus, knowing I could be injured, killed, or taken to a prison to be abused, and half starved, and have to share cells with many others?"

We have so much to praise God for. In my reading this morning of Matthew 12, and weaving it all together, one truth came new to me. "People will have to give account on the day of Judgement, for every careless word" ~ a warning after Jesus explained what the 'unpardonable sin is'. [Vs 31 /32] Of course it is basically unbelief in God, but shown in Who we attribute good (or evil) to! [The immediate blasphemy was accusing Jesus of 'good' ~ healing a demon-possessed man by 'Beelzebub'!]

Am I aware of the serious issues of our times standing strong in praise for the Holy Spirit's Plans for Endtime 'Goodness'? Jesus said, "He who is not with ME, [in His good Plans] is against Me..." *
On a very practical level, it must be clear to all of us, that any more troubles anywhere will be sure to affect Oil prices, which will mean every product will increase in price. Therefore it would be prudent to buy in extra supplies of your normal purchases, to save money (for a time only), especially toiletries and cleaners, which are dependant on 'oil' but last a long time. Perhaps you'll be able to help others, also.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

IT IS SO HELPFUL TO CLING TO GUIDELINES, IN REGARD TO THE FUTURE WORLD SCENARIO.

May I invite you to think through these possible guidelines towards Jesus/ Yeshua's Return to Earth?

God holds the KEYS ~ using 'guideline' events for ISRAEL ~ (as we see them) in the next few years. I believe important good Plans for ISRAEL must happen soon! * [I respect your (different) beliefs.]

THE GOD OF ISRAEL wants Israel to return in repentance and faith to Him as Saviour and LORD!
1. The prophetic TRUTH that this will happen is given in Ezekiel's vision in 39: 29 * of his book.

* " 'I will no longer hide My Face from them, [YESHUA] for I will pour out My Spirit on the House of Israel' declares the Sovereign ADONAI [YHWH]'." Also Romans 11: 25 -36, Zech. 12: 10 - 13; 1.

2. How this revival will happen is clear 'cos that verse *is a summary of Ezekiel's vision in ch. 38/ 39.

A fearful time for Israel as in Jer. 30: 1 -9, but resulting * in the entire Nation calling on Yeshua!

3. YET ~ THE VISION CANNOT HAPPEN UNTIL ISRAEL IS GENUINELY FEELING SECURE FROM ALL THE THREATS AND PLANS OF AGGRESSION AGAINST HER!

As written 3 times in 38: 8, 11, & 14, "A Land that has recovered from war..." ~  "A peaceful and unsuspecting People, all of them living without walls..." ~ "When My People, Israel, are living in safety." *
(4. This surely means: all current threats of attack must be paralysed/ frozen first for a time. * [Yet the Scriptures do describe plans for a massive attack later on, i.e. = the rest of Eze. 38/39 & Ps. 83 etc.]

5. What will cause this 'freezing of threats' *by surrounding forces - giving Israel a feeling of 'security'? 

It could be the result of one sharp military attack by Israel that will freeze all other potential attacks.

a) This could mean either a small [Nuclear?] bomb on Damascus in response to Assad attacking the Golan heights (?) as suggested by unfulfilled Isaiah 17: 1  [Note the next verses following in Isaiah 17: 2 - 6 DID happen at time of the Exile for the - then 'Nthn Kingdom of Israel', and will NOT happen again.] 
b) OR, God uses Israel to fulfill Jeremiah 49: 37! "I WILL shatter Iran, before their foes... I WILL bring disaster on them... I WILL pursue them with the sword... and destroy her king and officials".
6. As a result, neighbouring nations will fear to attack Israel, and be grateful for a time of 'peace' themselves (in which they can continue infighting or making money, especially through tourism). 

Egypt, especially will be terrified at the very mention of Israel (whose land and oil in the Sinai they have stolen from Israel, besides breaking the pathetic 'peace agreement' of 1979.) Isaiah 19.

FOR NEW READERS: A BRIEF (REPEATED) SUMMARY OF THE KEY EVENT: THE MAGOG WAR.
[Please note: this is NOT Armageddon, NOR is it the same as the WAR in Rev'ln 20.]

^ ALL that happened last year and now ~ is lining up the Nations that will be in the 'Magog Army'!

> Some Muslim nations, will not take part in it, Saudi Arabia [Dedan] Yemen, [Sheba'] and Egypt.
>  Egypt will suffer all the sad troubles of Isaiah 19, 'till they turn to Jesus with Messianic Believer's help.
> Israel will never have security while Iran holds power over most nations, esp. Muslim ones.

> Soon, God will deal with Iran, & possibly use Israel, (alone) to demote Iran's power. [Jer. 49: 37]

> Iran's influence [minus nukes?] will be broken, but the nation (not destroyed) will still be Islamic...

 > This may mean [2 - 3 years of real] 'aloneness' for Israel, though feeling secure, but prospering. 

> God does not want any nation (incl. USA) to take glory from Israel's success or prosperity.
*God's goal for Israel is to a) bring them to Himself, & b) make them into a separate, holy Nation.

> Sadly, USA & 'West' will fulfill modern prophecies [by J. Rosenberg/ L. Lambert] of loss of power.

> This means no nation will be willing (or able) to help Israel in the coming Magog War threat.

* Meantime, God's urgent goal of making the Gospel known worldwide, will progress! [Matt. 24.]
> Eventually a group of Muslim nations influenced by Iran again, but under Russia, will combine to plan the 'Ezekiel / Magog' war to plunder Israel, (now with huge resources) "for Allah's glory".

> Israel will be panic-stricken by the threatening presence - on northern border - of Magog Army!

> The men, (majority of who have been in IDF) - will show their distress as Jer 30: 7 says - briefly.
May I invite you to see our article on "The Time of Jacob's Trouble" - a brief time before God intervenes?

> Our belief is that God will use a huge Earthquake to totally destroy any faith in Allah, liberating thousands of Muslims to come to know ADONAI through Yeshua/ Jesus.* Isaiah 19:23 - 25! Joel 2.

> Other studies indicate that the Earthquake that destroys the Magog Army will be worldwide...

[This is our explanation of the 6th Seal, in Rev'ln 6: 12 - 17, causing world chaos and anarchy so no Government can control events, therefore they will gladly re-affirm the Covenant signed in 1995 to give the UNO world Sovereignty if the world is threatened Globally. Israel will get a treaty to be 'separate'.]
> Israel will become a Holy Nation as repeated in the Prophecies, and later they will pray: [Matt. 23: 32] Jesus speaking: "I tell you,"  [all in Jerusalem, representing all Israel, 'your children'], "you will not see Me again until you say: 'Blessed is He Who comes in the Name of ADONAI [Yeshua]'."
> ALL other events and signs the LORD has given us are for our understanding ~ not for Himself, except to vindicate His love in telling us and WARNING us clearly of every event till He Returns!

[It seemed right to me, to rewrite this summary again, as I realise how different these concepts are.

I trust you will forgive me, as I only offer this in love, and not dogmatically, and if I'm not able to write again for a while, I can rest, knowing I have shared as I believe I should. So we simply wait prayerfully.]

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

NOW HERE IS A SELECTION OF RECENT DEVELOPMEMTS...

[It is amazing how fast things can change from day to day!]

ABOUT ISRAEL.

A. Many efforts are being made by the Gov't to improve Israel and the lot of the poorer people.
1. All Parents of children 3 - 5,  will get an extra Gov't. allowance to help with education. 280.000 working fathers will get extra bonus of 430 I. Shekels monthly for every child up to age of 3, & 100,000 working mothers, 215 IS, for chn up to 5. Free education for Chn 1 - 3 will be commenced, (after 63 yrs without).

2. A bright Jewish man has noticed, that while Israel gets thousands of charity $donations to meet needs in Israel, there is NO one Israeli organisation planning 'structures' that are needed in many Communities, then finding ways of raising funds from philanthropic Israelis to make them happen! One wealthy Israeli, who confessed he had never given to charity, donated 200,000 IS (Israeli Shekels) straight away!

The Charity will work closely with the Community Leaders, and they have already built some facilities. 

3. Israel's economy is healthy! It grew by 4.8% in 2011, more than the OECD countries and most others.

Unemployment has dropped to 5% - "lowest for decades". The biggest single deal was signed with an un-named Asian Nation for 1.6 billion worth of top military equipment. Socio/economic needs R faced.

4. Headlines: "Israel to launch 1-CORE [Centers Of Research Excellence.] Extensive program promoting Research & Development. Unprecedented Funds now allocated to maintain Israel at Global forefront of Academic Research. Keeping Top Talent in the Country." The first 4 'I-COREs' immediate start out of 20 in the next 5 years. Budget totals $360 Mill'n US, /1.3 Bll'n IS, will be directed at Jewish researchers O/S

5. The Israeli Gov't will now require 65% of Orthodox Jewish men to serve in the IDF or Civil service.

6. Israel is preparing for every possibility of mob violence by Arabs, buying horses, noise machines, etc.
B. Yet reality is, that there are big problems for Israel... I cannot retell all of them... but please PRAY!

1. Politically, various people are looking to the next Israeli Election, possibly in early 2013, or earlier. Netanyahu's Gov't has out-lasted the threats of a short time in office, and I believe he is God's man for this time. You may have read that he plans to invite people to have a weekly Bible Study with him. 

But there are strong currents against him, from the 'Left Peace Now' lobby; & G. Sorros is anti- the P.M.

2. Israel has been inundated with illegal (mainly African) immigrants. * There has been 250.000 entering Israel, (2,000 a month!) The Gov't has set out to build a secure fence for miles along the Sth'n Border with the Egyptian Sinai, plus good Detention Centers for 8,000 people, to process each person, many of whom are given some basic training, even on how to start and run a business! In co-operation with some African Govt's and at Israel's expense, and with the immigrant's agreement ~ they are flown back to their own nations. Initial costs of these policies was 1.5 Bll'n I.S. with a final payment of 630 Mll'n I.S. Costs will be supplemented by a voluntary 2% cut in Gov't ministers salaries. [Some of these * are 'Christians'.]

[A note re the barrier Fence with Egypt. No illegal immigrants, or terrorists have been able to scale the 5 mtr. Fence, so in addition to the added presence of top Israeli troops, security for Sth Israel is improved.]

3. 130,000 Israeli Arabs (since 2001) have deliberately married Palestinian Arabs in order to live in Israel, 54 of them have been involved in terrorist acts, so the Gov't has passed a law to restrict this.

4. 'Hackers' - a huge feature in 'Cyber warfare! These are brilliant, mostly young people, who can 'get into' the Computers of Banks, and even 'Servers' who run the Internet connections for individual people or businesses; to cause trouble. This was done to the Tel Aviv Stock exchange by a Saudi Arabian that likes to attack Israel this way. Some one has even attacked S. Arabian sites, claiming it was Israel! The Hackers publish private details and paralyse monetary transactions causing disruption. Anti-Israel Hackers published 7,000 Israeli credit cards with full details of security codes and expiry dates. However Israel has an official team of Hackers as part of the IDF - which shut down Gaza and UAE Banks, briefly! 

5. 'The IDFare taking measures to prevent the Abduction of Soldiers, by Hizballah, Hamas or Others.

Soldiers caught hitch-hiking will be severely punished and their names and units will be reported for further inquiry. Each IDF soldier will be given clear abduction preventing instructions, and each unarmed soldier, male or female will be required to carry pepper spray at all times. IDF will use media adv'ts too.

6. The West Bank Arabs, Abbas, and related problems. There should be P.A. Elections May 2012.

As for 'unity' between the W.B 'Fatah led 'government' and the Hamas leaders in Gaza all is uncertain!

A true agreement between them before elections could well enable Hamas to win control of both areas.

This would make any agreements with Israel very unlikely, but God may hold them back from attacks.

A survey of Arabs in Jerusalem showed 51% strongly objected to the dividing of it, & not be under P.A. 

...................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

The biggest problem of course is hate 'all around' and IRAN's threats and actions - against Israel.
1. 'Security-wise' Netanyahu is expressing concern about Iran. A big joint USA-Israel Military 'Exercise' was to be held soon in Israel, but Netanyahu, cancelled it for 4 reasons, one being the lack of real commitment by USA - due to the announced tough sanctions against Iran's bank - not being for months!

Also, Europe took a firm step re not buying oil from Iran, (after July 1st!) Yet India & China will continue and pay in GOLD!!! There are so many various issues and divisions of nations over Iran having nuclear weapons, it seems Israel may have to act alone to stop the real potential threats... It is not just the possibility of Iran using that weapon, but which other legal Nations or illegal Groups could also gain them? Saudi Arabia is already getting technical help from China as payment for extra oil, if no Iranian oil can come thro the Straits of Hormoz. The Gulf States are as concerned as Israel, but cannot act alone.

2. Iran has formed a number of 'Al Qods' terror cells and placed them in Syria, Lebanon, Iraq, and Gaza. It has also emerged that some cells are in other Muslim nations, even S. Arabia, Kuwait, and Turkey to try (as some were ready to do in Thailand) to attack, Jewish and USA embassies or institutions, in them.

Three potential attacks have been foiled already.  But YOU KNOW MANY DETAILS and are PRAYING!

...................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

OTHER ISSUES & NATIONS.

Effect of Iran's actions on the World Economy. 'Everyone' is aware that IF Iran was able to block the Straits of Hormoz... [NY Times said] If Iran was able to do this, (which carries almost 1/5th of the worlds oil), the impact would be immediate and prices could soar to a 50% rise within a few days. Of course Iran's own Oil income would suffer, also China and India's supplies. Therefore a complete blockade seems very unlikely, but some ships could be restricted? The world economy is already stressed!
War in the M.E? This is an immanent Question in our minds. Attacks against Iran's nuclear installations, could trigger other attacks against USA, EU, or Pro-Israel nations or Israel, itself, with price rises tho' detailed repercussions unknown till it happens. S. Arabia has oil pipelines they can use for a certain amount of supply, also Iraq & the UAE. However as I've mentioned on P. 1, this is an issue for real prayer and also practical buying preparations, as we have God's Word to base our prayers on.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

WHAT ABOUT THE CHRISTIANS? [I try to keep to 4 pages, but wanted to include this info.]

Apparently there ARE a few Christians in Tunisia, and Libya, which, like Egypt and many other nations are bringing in stricter and more awful legislation, against Churches with growing persecution!

The missions which aim to Minister to these persecuted Christians should be prayed for, as it amazes me the generous giving they can then use to relieve so much suffering, teaching new Christian Leaders, assisting in education of children and women, food, and other supplies distributed by other brave Believers - sometimes in neighbouring countries. If you are not getting any Prayer Info about these missions, may I urge you to do so, even tho' we already have many demands on our prayers...?

Facts about Damascus: The population of approx. 2,517,750. 74% are Sunni's (but the Alawites that support Bashar Assad are a separate group, really.) 13% are Shia, (like most Iranians). The city was founded, some 2,000 years B.C. and it is the capital of Syria with all the central Gov't offices & ministries.

Some 5,000+ Syrians have been killed in '11 uprising against the rule of Assad, who gets a lot of support from Iran. Syria, in the past, has been part of the 22 nation 'Arab League' that is now going to the UNO to try to suggest actions to avert the present - virtual Civil War. Will only Isaiah 17: 1 change things? 

So this is prayer info from 'Barnabas Fund' > "Most Christians have not been involved in the protests, as Christians were generally well treated under the regime of Assad, despite being subject to various restrictions. But some Believers have been killed and all are facing the menacing possibility of a new Gov't dominated by Islamists." The Pakistan Christian Post wrote: "The Christian Community in Syria has been hit by a series of kidnappings and brutal murders. 100 Christians have been killed since anti-Gov't unrest began. A reliable source in Syria (not named for safety) told Barnabas, that children were being especially targeted, by kidnappers, who if they do not get the ransom demanded, kill the victims.

An Italian journalist, who has written extensively about the M.E Region, told JPOST, "In Syria, Christians after Assad's fall, will be slaughtered or squeezed, (persecuted) as they were the most loyal to the Baathist regime. The Arab Christian era in the M.E is near its end everywhere."

..................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Heart-rending stories from IRAN where many Christians have been imprisoned. "The Authorities are devising ever more cruel means of harassing Christians. One case reported in 2011: a child was taken hostage... in a bid to coerce the Christian parents to make a statement against Christians in prison

They had adopted the child after years of waiting for a legal adoption. The emotional ordeal for the mother made her so ill, she had to be taken to Hospital." 'Barnabas Prayer',12.1.12. Thanks for praying, for many Believers still in prisons. Please see: www.elam.com/ & make time to read most sections!

.................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

The U/O 'anti- Messianic Believers organisation, 'Yad L'Achim' held demonstrations of over 1,000 protestors in Arad and Ashdod June/July 2011. From P.F. ISRAEL  prayer Diary. [Yet I note those were the areas that came under extra missile attacks last year, from Gaza, where 1 person was actually killed in Ashdod. Did God allow it for a reason?] "Calev Meyer is a Messianic Lawyer who leads the 'Jerusalem Institute of Justice' and works within Israel's Legal system to ensure there is 'Freedom of Religion' for all, esp. Messianic Believers." Please pray for his safety and the Police (who often work with or are fearful of the U/O). In addition the U/O manipulate the granting of Visas; so 60% of Christians are being denied working in Israel, and many valuable ones who speak Hebrew and lived there for years - have to leave.

...................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

A Personal note. Many people like you, have been reading my Letters for a long time, and some have recently accepted my invitation to get them, & some are reading them on our website, (see Index page,) http://www.watchmanspost.com/ so I gratefully want to thank you. Perhaps you could slip in a prayer for me if you think of it, as I have been writing some 'risky' things, simply seeking to be faithful to God's Word, but not ever dogmatically, and only by faith in God's amazing graciousness to me and those who kindly help and encourage me, in the G.O. Fellowship. I still welcome any comments, criticisms, questions or corrections! [Though I get very few!] It amazes me that some friends even share these with others! In addition to the items I write about, I pray for you, (many by name) but while I of course long for many People to come to know God, through Yeshua/ Jesus, my bigger burden is for Believers to stand true to the LORD GOD, as the times will get harder. Our belief, (different from some Readers who we love and respect) is that Christians will be on Earth for the 'Time of Tribulation' and will suffer. This is a hard message, so I pray constantly for young people who don't know this. Ps.17: 2, 7, 8 & 15!
So, I dare to look forward to the Return of our Loving LORD within 20 years. ~ Suzanna. 'Maranatha!
