"PRAY FOR THE PEACE OF ISRAEL" ~ DIVINE FULFILLMENT OF THE WORD... Part ONE.

One Watchman's View ~ through the Window of the Word of God ~ by Suzanna ~ August 2010.

EACH LETTER I SEND IS MEANT AS A PERSONAL MESSAGE TO YOU...

My letters are offered in a spirit of prayer, and respect for you, as personally as I can make them...

So even 6 replies mean a lot to us, (as a Fellowship) and they probably represent a cross-section of points of views. One close friend rebuked me for being too specific regarding dates for the fulfillment of Jer, 49:37. As Ps. 141: 5 says, "It is oil on my head, I will not refuse it". Some friends have received it believingly. I suspect many Christians are "waiting to see". Of course some could say ~ "well for anyone with good access to news, like we have now - the possibility of a M.E war soon is so obvious, that maybe Sue's suggested response is unnecessary". [Joel Rosenberg is puzzled too!] But God's Word will be fulfilled!
GOING BACK TO THE MAIN RESONS FOR THESE NEWS LETTERS.

1. To simply relay what we see in the factual events of our times, esp. re Israel and the M.E.

2. To relate events to the Word of God as we understand it ~ but open to doubt or disagreement.

3. To do as a Watchman should do - offer words of warning or advice where this seems helpful.

4. MOST of all to encourage PRAYER, esp. where death and danger and lies threaten God's People.

A POSSIBLE AREA OF MISUNDERSTANDING? This was the recommendation regarding buying in extra supplies of food or household needs, at the current prices. This is not quite the same as the 'Disaster Preparations' that Governments advise, because it could be, that almost all trading will continue in some form, but we anticipate huge price rises everywhere, especially in imported goods, Bank loans, and transport costs. If the availability and cost of Oil increases, as it could so easily, (with attacks on Middle East Oil installations and shipping lanes) cause every other commodity to be affected. 

Many nations are looking to make spending cuts, in various ways. Reason to buy judicially, now?

ARE THERE OTHER SCRIPTURES, WHICH MAY TIE IN WITH THE CURRENT EVENTS? YES, Rev. 6. *

There must be almost hundreds of explanations of the meaning of the "Four Horsemen of the Apocalypse" as they are called. They are called forth by the 4 Living Creatures, in response to the breaking of the 1st 4 Seals by the Nail-pierced hands of the Lion/ Lamb of God. Remember that sometimes there are more than one meaning and maybe more than one fulfillment of a prophecy. This is how I see these might be:

1The rider on the white horse - representing deception - especially the rise of Humanism from the 1750's on.

2. The Initiation of WAR on a world scale, and with many new weapons and types of aggression - WW1 & 2.

3. The Black horse represents the results of war, injustice and economic depression, with high prices.

We could be close to this now, with the potential to become worse. Verse *6 says: "A voice ... among the 4 Creatures saying a quart of wheat... and 3 quarts of barley [both] for a day's wages. [NIV says "1 quart - about a litre-, enough for only 1 person; 3 quarts of less nutritious barley would be barely enough for a small family. Famine inflated (basic) food prices to at least 10 times their normal level."] At present I can buy a loaf of bread for $1.50. I cannot imagine paying $15 a loaf! I am NOT saying this is immanent - it is just that as we watch we need to also be wise and wary. I don't want someone to say, "Why didn't you warn us?" There are other signs that suggest we are closer to Endtime Biblical events than many realise.
"PRAY FOR THE PEACE OF JERUSALEM" is one clear command in Ps. 122. Yet the reality is ~ this prayer has been prayed for 3,000 years - [from Bible notes: "as part of the 'Songs of ascents' it would not have been before the building of the Temple".] So Jewish people have prayed it from that time and 2000 yrs by Christians! But the sad reality is that it has never really been true, esp. if you add words in verses 6 & 7 twice ~ "secure".  So God has been exceedingly patient. What is He waiting for, do you think?

1. Some would say for the final Coming of Yeshua at the Rapture/ Resurrection Day. Certainly He will NOT reign as "Prince of Peace" over the entire world, from Jerusalem until that time. Isaiah & Micah 2: 1-5!

2. We would suggest God is waiting until Israel as a Nation accepts Yeshua as God's Saviour & Son. So, we believe an important time of 'False Peace' is essential for God's Plan to bring all Jews to a time when they will "see the face of God in Yeshua/ Jesus" as several Scriptures indicate.  [Ezekiel 39:29.]
Are there any ways to find solutions of Israel's problems? Israel is facing so many internal; and external issues any solutions seem absolutely impossible. Israel is facing huge division of religious ideas and political views within, as well as from 'the world', that cannot all be listed here, so I have made a comparison on P.2.

We know God loves Israel and all Jewish people ~ but longs for them to call on HIM alone by faith! ~

This must be our guiding principle in praying for the Middle East, especially Jewish Believers.
COMPARING THE WORLD SITUATION     ~    WITH  ~   ISRAEL'S IMPOSSIBLE DILEMAS!

1. The world Media seems bent on criticism.       ~        Nothing Israel can say or do satisfies most.

2. Most votes at the UNO are based on bias.         

3.Unstable world economy brings plans for new 'one world currency'.

4. Ongoing threats and power of IRAN.

5. Iranian influence on Syria, Hizballah, Hamas, Turkey and all radical Muslims.

6. Powerful Muslim Nations (57) more vocal.

7. Europeans divided about some M.E. issues.

8. Hamas compulsory call for a new army.

9. Wide misconceptions of the unreal poverty and distress of most people in Gaza. 

10. 'Mean' efforts to undo Israel's efforts to ensure Nation's security. [Flotilla ships.]

11. Turkey's changed attitude to Israel.

12. Sanctions against Iran re Nuclear Weapons, showing support by USA/ EU. 

13. Obama & USA less supportive of Israel?

14. No responses to Israel's concessions by

Muslim Arab's persistent demands...

15. Arabs allows Abbas to start 'peace talks'.

16. Muslim persistent demands for pre-67 borders, E. Jerusalem - Arab Capital, etc

17. War seems imminent in the M.E. and could fulfill Jeremiah's prophecy of ch. 49: 37

18. Threats of Iranian blockage of Oil flow...

is feared by other M.E. nations too.

19. While a war in the 'epicentre' would be very costly, it maybe God's way to bring 'peace'. 

20. The tragic holding of an Israeli soldier for 4 years by Hamas is at a very high asking price.

Knowing the situation, even in part, is part of our watching and can guide our praying.

Israel's increasing sense of isolation grows.

Possibility of Israel being excluded, so more pressure on Israel [-maybe part of God's Plan?]

Major concern for Israel are threats by IRAN.

Israel's costly need to be prepared for joint attacks from several directions.

Israeli absolute desire to be a Jewish Nation.

Israel unsure who their friends are, often.

Yet Israel only responds to separate attacks.

Continued threats from Hamas, etc demand that Israel check 'aid efforts' to Gaza carefully.

Security of Israel depends on secure borders, including Mediterranean Sea, and the Red Sea.

Threatens Israel's access to useful air-space.

This brings some support but also problems, revealing those for or against Israel.

Changed attitude before USA Elections, Nov?

More unreasonable demands can never be agreed to and still retain Israel's security.

Israel agrees on direct talks, yet sees limits.

Blame continually on Israel that cannot please the Muslim world  - being pressured by USA.

It is certain God's Word WILL be fulfilled - in God's way and time, (unknown to us.)

The whole world supply of oil will be affected, and increase all prices - in flow-on effect.

War would actually solve many of Israel's problems - though isolating them more after.

Impossible demands of freeing 1,000 Palestinian Prisoners (or more) in exchange.

Praying for the peace of Jerusalem ~ is prayer for all Israel and all God's people ~ world wide.
The next Newsletter contains a Bible study Timeline [Part 2] that I have prepared, as we wait to see how events in the M.E. develop over the next few months. It would thrill and encourage me if you wanted to comment on it. It certainly helps me, but may not help you, but it is worth thinking about.

JUST SOME OF THE ISSUES ISRAEL IS FACING INTERNALLY.

1.The 'Flotilla' incidents. Israel has returned the 3 ships it confiscated from the Turkish group that sponsored the effort to break Israel's security margin. [It seems Turkey is getting closer to Iran.]

But there are 2 enquiries about what happened in the end of May. B. Netanyahu gave a very good outline of Israel's legal rights and the difficult situation Hamas' threats have created for Israel, at one. Also that the IDF Personnel were totally correct in all their dealings with the Terrorists who were prepared to attack viciously.

A second UNO sponsored enquiry could be far more biased. Our Ex-P.M. G. Palmer is on that panel.

Then a vessel staffed by women only, including a Nun and a pregnant woman, Muslims and others, tried to test the 'blockade'. But it was cancelled. Other groups have approached via Egypt, yet Gaza is getting HUGE supplies from Israel! These efforts will be an ongoing challenge for Israel - needing our PRAYERS.

2. Illegal immigrants into Israel.  Many countries are facing this problem. In Israel many Asians especially were able to get into Israel and are often employed by elderly Jewish people as care-givers, who just stay.

In more recent years 100's of African people have risked travelling huge distances, (via Egypt) to get into Israel via a long border between the Egypt Sinai area and the southern Negev area. Some have had children who then have learnt Hebrew and attend school. The Israeli Gov't have been studying their options and in most cases wished to return them to their home countries. But some Jewish people have advocated, esp. for the Hebrew speaking children, so 400 now being granted permission to stay. Sadly lack of Hebrew, no work and drug dependency means criminal activities are on the rise. Also there are huge costs for Israel.

3. Turkey built a 10mtr high wall around a Muslim Cemetery near the part of the Jerusalem Old city wall! The first report of this was well advanced before it was discovered by the chairman of the Public Complaints Bureau. It was on part of East Jerusalem, with signs in Turkish and English and enclosed a number of 'fake graves' (which have since been demolished). The reason? "To establish facts on the ground, and exhibit independent action - inspite of Turkey's status as a Foreign Government." [Really?!]

With all the problems of illegally built or occupied buildings by Arabs in E. Jerusalem, and pressure from the Ultra-orthodox Jewish Community, to take over ancient Arab areas there are myriads of problems for the Municipal authorities, police and Government. Individual attacks by Arabs on Israeli Jews are frequent...

4. Clearing 25.000 anti-tank land mines, and half a million anti-personnel mines in the Jordan Valley! At present the "IDF is testing a new method of clearing these by use if flammable materials which burns away the explosives powder and so does not endanger the soldiers lives". This can be used in complicated areas like the 'Baptismal Site' near to the Jordanian border. Not only are these a danger to people, but also "the mines can be stolen and the powder used for terrorist purposes". Oh for security as well as 'peace'!

5. Israel is to invest heavily in 'Bio-tech' companies, so as not to have to use gas or oil for fuel. However as you know, Israel now has found large reserves of Gas off the coast of Haifa, and progress is being made to harness it by 2012. Lebanon has been trying to needle Israel about them 'stealing' this resource from Lebanon, but they have their own 'undersea lake' - but are at odds internally about its use.

6. A monthly effort is made by Jewish Orthodox groups (of about 4,000 people sometimes) to have marches around the Old City 'Temple Mount Gates' area. It has been held almost every month for 9 years with separated groups of men and women who dance and sing, and then stop to pray at each Gate.

With recent riots - or fear of more riots, the Jerusalem District Police have cancelled several of these. This is just one example to me of the heavy emphasis within modern Judaism of the huge importance of outward rituals which frankly is one of the reasons that 74% of today's Jews in Israel call themselves 'non-religious' or 'Cultural-non-religious' Jews, (who like many in 'Christian' countries) ~ celebrate the special Feasts and special occasions but only to please family, or because it is a holiday time. THIS is why I have written a web site for 'Secular Jews', as they are known. If interested see: www.hatikva4secularjews.com and pray for all Jewish people as there are tensions between Religious and non-religious, and all kinds of sad 'divisions' in Israel One beautiful thing is that in the last 2 years the Messianic Believers have recognised that the Feast of Trumpets * at the Sacred New Year was meant as a call to repentance and prayer at the beginning of the 9 'Days of Awe' before Yom Kippur, and have fasted and prayed on that 1st Day with a number of Congregations actually coming together! We need to support * them in prayer ~ often.

For you, my friend on the Internet ~

As you know there is so much more happening in Israel and articles of all kinds with questions about the coming months, and issues of all kinds, which I cannot enlarge on in this News Letter. 

But perhaps this 'letter' [better than a 'blog'?] is more of a way of each of us feeling we are part of a caring Prayer Group, with not only information for ourselves, but even to share with others, as is appropriate?

We all have different amounts of time and levels of interest in the possible Biblical future and timing of events. However I can offer those concerned two studies I have written if you would like them.
1. One is 'Part 2 of this letter' - the Scriptural prophecies about current events! It is just 2 pages, of 4.

It is available here, if you scroll down to the September 2010 Newsletter, but is true for the years ahead!

2. Secondly, after MUCH prayer and careful discussion and re-assessing issues, I have written a fairly detailed  'FULL ISRAEL/ M.E. TIMELINE' on our web site. It is about events from now until Eternity!

So it is quite long, and this one includes possible fulfilments of the last 4 Jewish Feasts. 

It is offered simply as a basis for your own study and prayer. It is NOT offered as a dogmatic statement. 

You are welcome to print it off ~ or If (in N.Z.) you'd like a paper copy of (15 pages) please let me know - 
http://www.watchmanspost.com/israel/israelevents.html  My e-mail address is g.o.fellowship@maxnet.co.nz
In the meantime, thankyou for reading this, and if you would like to be on our e-mail list please contact us.

In the bonds of our PRAYER for "the PEACE OF JERUSALEM" ~ thro' the Holy One of Israel, Yeshua.

See Isaiah 49, 2nd half of the verse: "Then all mankind will know that I THE LORD, am your Saviour and your Redeemer, the MIGHTY ONE of Jacob!"
Your Bible Study friend,

Suzanna.

.........................................................................................................................................................................

